From the West Meadow
By Pastor Wes Higgins

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”, John 3:16, NKJV. Verse 17 tells us that Christ came not to condemn, but to save. Just as God loved His creation and mankind whom He created, so did Christ enter this world with a love and a desire to bring love unto them. Jesus came that we may have life abundantly (John 10:10). In that desire, that we have abundant life, Jesus left us with commands to love our fellow man as we follow in His footsteps. 


A little background to the first and second of Christ's love commands. Christ entered Jerusalem on the tenth day of the first month, riding on the foal of a donkey, the very day that the Passover lambs were chosen, see Exodus 12:5. The lambs were to be perfect, without spot or blemish. In order for Christ to fulfill the role as the true Passover lamb, He too went through a series of tests. So we come to what took place in Matthew 22: “Then one of them – asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying 'Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?'” (Matthew 22:35-36, NKJV). Jesus immediately quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. “'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and great commandment. –  [Then Jesus added a second command] – 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'”, Matthew 22:37-39, NKJV. Love, Jesus tells us, is the essence of all of God's commandments. See verse 40. These then are the first two of Christ's love commandments. First, love toward God, demanding our every thought, our every desire, be focused on the God who created us and who fulfills our needs and desires. The second prayer is a command of self preservation – treating others as we would be treated. 


The third love commandment of Christ is directed at the Church, new under the New Covenant. You can find it in the Book of John. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another”, John 13:34, NKJV. To love one another as God loves is only possible if one has God's Holy Spirit in them. God's love for us is filled with compassion, hope, patience, trust, and tolerance all tied together with a touch of emotion. That's the love we are to have for our brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ. 


There is one more love that Jesus has commanded we display, and it is perhaps the hardest of all. “I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you – pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you”, Matthew 5:44-48, NKJV. We are to do this that we may become like our Father in Heaven. Paul addresses this when he writes “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good”, Romans 12:21, NKJV. See Romans 12:17-18. 


Today's society calls for tolerance – God calls not for tolerance of evil but for love – there is a difference. Love for God with all our heart and soul – loving what is right and good. Loving our neighbor, doing good for them, giving and helping those in need, having compassion for the suffering. Loving our fellow brethren with a love as deep and pure as God's love. Doing good to all mankind – praying even for those who would do us harm. 


Remember Christ's word while He was dying on the cross. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do”, Luke 23:34. 
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