From the West Meadow
By Pastor Wes Higgins 

President Ronald Reagan is quoted as having said “the nine most terrifying words in the English language are 'I'm from the government and I'm here to help'.” Man's government, from the beginning of time, has been riddled with fraud, deceit, injustice, and power grabbing. The very first one recorded for us in God's word is the city-state of Babble founded by Nimrod, “a mighty hunter” in opposition to God. It was in Babel that the arrogance and power grabbing lead to the building of a tower to reach into the heavens. They wanted to be recognized for their power. God chose to scatter them before they became as corrupt and evil as the generation before the Flood. 


God has given mankind several opportunities at self-government throughout the ages (Genesis 1:26), but man has always failed. Adam and Eve, having been given that domain, were placed in a beautiful and fruitful setting with the instructions to dress and keep and expand on it. We know the story. In not listening to God, they turned their right of dominion over to the serpent who has ruled, blinded, and deceived mankind ever since. See 2 Corinthians 4:4 and Revelation 12:9. God also gave His people Israel the opportunity for self rule when they entered the Promised Land. You can read the Book of Judges to see how that went. 


But there is coming, a time prophesied in God's word, when God will set up a new government, not of man, but for man. It will be called “The Kingdom of God”, and will be ruled by God. “For unto us a child is born – and the government will be on his shoulders – of his government and peace there will be no end”, Isaiah 9:6-7, NKJV. The ruler/King of that government will be Jesus the Christ. “For He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him [the saints] are called, chosen, and faithful”, Revelation 17:14, NKJV. The resurrected Saints will be Jesus Christ's co-rulers and judges in the Kingdom of God here on this earth. See Revelation 20:4-6. 


To little has been made of the fact that Jesus Christ came preaching not a gospel message about Himself, though He is the central figure of that message, but He came preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God. “Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.'”, Mark 1:14-15, NKJV. God's kingdom will be a literal ruling government, ruling over the whole world. It will be a time of peace, safety, and prosperity. The Bible draws a picture of what God's Kingdom will look like that includes mankind living in peace on his own property, enjoying the fruits of his labor – see Micah 4:4 – his children playing safely among the wild beasts – see Isaiah 11:6. 


God will take control, and this time it will be an everlasting government benevolently ruled by Jesus Christ and the resurrected Saints. When will this happen? “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise”, 2 Peter 3:9, NKJV. We may not see it on our current life time, but don't worry. God is not willing that any should perish – Repent, and believe the Gospel. 

Man throughout history has dreampt of a Utopian government. It's coming, but is something only God can provide. 
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