From the West Meadow
By Pastor Wes Higgins

It is interesting, or perhaps tragic, that a majority of Christians believe in an everlasting Hell – with the fallen sinners being tortured for eternity for having spent a few short years living a misplaced life of misery on this Earth – while the Bible describes God as loving, just, Holy, merciful, and kind. In fact, John writes that “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”, John 3:16, NKJV. Jesus Himself tells us that He came that we may have life and that we may have it more abundantly (see John 10:10). Peter also tells us that God is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9), and John in his first Epistle tells us that the source of love is God, “for love is of God”, 1 John 4:7, NKJV. So which is it? Is God an unloving, unmerciful tyrant? Or a loving, benevolent god? Where does the idea of an everlasting hellfire that punishes the wicked for eternity come from? To me, it sounds a lot like Dante's ancient Greek poem, the Divine Comedy. Ok, so think about this: For one to burn for eternity in hellfire, one must first have immortal life inherent in himself. So, where does the idea that man has an immortal soul come from? 


The first recording of the idea is found in Genesis 3:4, “then the serpent said to the woman [regarding the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil], 'you shall not surely die.'”, directly contradicting what God told Adam, “for the day you eat of it in dying you shall die”, New English Translation. In the Hebrew the statement is 'you shall die die'. In other words, Satan is declaring that Adam and Eve were going to live eternally. The problem with that was that they were created out of physical dust of the earth. They were always going to die. God offered them eternal life, but they weren't created with it. He did so by setting the Tree of Life in the middle of the Garden and told them they may freely eat of it (see Genesis 2:16). Instead of a harsh or cruel God, we are presented with a loving, merciful, giving God. Christ pinpoints why this world is deceived and believes something that isn't true. “The great dragon … that serpent of old [the one who lied to Eve] called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world”, Revelation 12:9, NKJV.  Paul affirms that immortality of mankind is not true. See 1 Corinthians 15:53, “For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality”. We are not immortal – to put on immortality we must get it from somewhere. Romans 6:23 tells us that eternal life is a gift that comes from God. 


I often hear someone worrying about a loved one – son, daughter, brother, sister – who has not accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Here is the scenario for you: If there is an everburning hellfire, fast forward a couple of years or millennia. This same someone who has now received salvation is not just worrying about the loved one, but they are witnessing that loved one being tormented day and night in hellfire – tormented and suffering themselves right along with them. What does this do to God's promise that “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more … sorrow, nor crying”, Revelation 21:4, NKJV. Thank God that the picture of an everburning hellfire where people are tormented day and night for eternity is nothing more than a damnable Satanic lie. 


The God of the Bible, the God of Creation, is the God of mercy, love, and compassion – He will show mercy to everyone – even those who reject a relationship with Him. “In dying [they] shall die”, Genesis 2:17, and be no more forever. 

“Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever”, Psalm 118:1, NKJV. 
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