From the West Meadow
By Pastor Wes Higgins

Paul, in writing to the faithful in Colosse, made a statement in chapter two that is often misunderstood. He wrote “So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ”, Colossians 2:16-17, NKJV. This is a statement of affirmation, telling the Colossians to continue keeping the Sabbaths and festivals, etc, as they have been taught, letting no outsiders interfere with the plain teachings of the Scriptures. The reason being, he adds, is that these things mentioning the Sabbath, festivals, etc, are foreshadows whose meaning is found in Christ. To put it another way, these things – the Sabbath, God's festivals (see Leviticus 23), food and drink guidance – are all prophetic. They reveal God's plan of Salvation through Jesus Christ. 


It is often thought that Christ's crucifixion on the cross is the end point of salvation. But in the order of God's Holy days in Leviticus 23, Passover is the beginning step of the Road to Salvation. Christ crucified, “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8), opened the door for our relationship with the Father. “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil [the temple veil torn top to bottom when Christ died, see Matthew 27:51], that is, His flesh”, Hebrews 10:19-20, NKJV. Because of that, we can “draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith” (Hebrews 10:22). The Holy of Holies or the Holiest, in the Temple was where the Ark of the Covenant was, where God's presence could be met (see Exodus 30:6). To put it simply, through the blood of Jesus Christ we can enter into God's presence anytime we need or desire. This opportunity to enter into God's presence though Jesus Christ is the beginning step to salvation, and that was all made possible through the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


There was a little known ceremony that took place at Passover time, the waving of the first fruits. The Israelites could not eat of the new harvest until an offering of the new grain was waved before God by the priest, “to be accepted on your behalf”, Leviticus 23:11. This again was prophetic, looking forward to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The fulfillment of this ceremony is recorded in John 20:17, where Jesus greeting Mary told her “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God'.” By doing this, He was accepted on our behalf and has become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:20), the “firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). 


God's festivals, or Holy days, teach about how we enter into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. The Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread teach about the removal of Sin and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ; the Feast of Weeks and Pentecost teach about the Church and the First Resurrection, the Resurrection of the Saints. They teach about the Return of Christ to this Earth and the establishing of God's Kingdom on Earth. About the Second Resurrection and the judgment of those who died without Christ. The last of God's Holy days is the Eighth Day, see Leviticus 23:39, which declares the coming of a New Heaven and a New Earth, God Himself dwelling with mankind, see Revelation 21. 

So, let no one judge you in food or in drink or regarding a festival or a new moon or a sabbath, which are a shadow of things to come, whose substance is of Christ. 
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